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University of Agriculture, Faisalabad organized an 
exclusive session on “Crises in Co�on Crops: Future 
Pathways” on May 23, 2016 at New Senate Hall. Dr. 
William Neil Forrester, an interna�onal co�on expert was 
the resource person. Dr. Forrester has a vast knowledge 
and experience about Pakistani co�on, its issues and 
challenges. Syed Fakhar-e-Imam, Ex-speaker Na�onal 
Assembly was the Guest of Honour for the occasion. Prof, 
Dr. Iqrar Ahmad Khan (SI), the Vice Chancellor, during his 
opening remarks shared his observa�ons regarding 
co�on produc�on, and highlighted the challenges, 
clearly iden�fying almost all the crucial pi�alls, 
malprac�ces and socio-poli�cal and economic factors 
that are undermining efforts for the rehabilita�on of 
co�on crop in Pakistan. He declared co�on as the lifeline 
for Pakistan's economy. Dr. William Neil Forrester 
through a presenta�on reviewed the causes of low 
produc�vity of co�on and highlighted the persis�ng 
repercussions for co�on as a commodity in the 
interna�onal market in terms of double op�on and 
stressed the need for enhancing its produc�on. The 
house was then opened for ques�ons from the faculty 
members in a�endance, and a lively, interac�ve, and 
elaborate discussion ensued regarding the revival of 
co�on crop in the country.

Syed Fakhar-e-Imam in his concluding remarks compared 
Agri. Policy in Pakistan to that in India and expressed his 
concerns about hike in the prices of agricultural inputs. 
He pointed out the frustra�ons of Pakistani farmers 
regarding the putrid marke�ng system for Agri. 
Commodi�es, and urged his listeners to take steps for 
upli�ing agriculture in Pakistan, considering it a “Now or 
Never” undertaking.  Captain (R) Arif Nadeem (CEO 
Pakistan Agri. Colla�on), Ex Vice Chancellors Prof. Dr. 
Khalid Mehmood Khan & Prof. Dr. Bashir Ahmad, Mr. Afaq 
Tawana (Chairman FAP), DG (Agri) Research, DG (Agri) 
Ext .  & Adap�ve Research,  EDO Agr i . ,  Co�on 
Commissioner, Deans/Directors, President FCCI and 
Farmers par�cipated in this na�onal level event. Prof. Dr. 
M. Aslam Mirza, Director ORIC, thanked all the 
par�cipants, specifically appreciated those who had to 
travel a long way to a�end this seminar.

A Seminar on Co�on 

The Excellence for Development Coopera�on (Exceed), 
Germany is organizing a conference for higher 
educa�on ins�tu�ons on Forced Migra�on- 
Environment and Socioeconomic Dimensions-
Prospec�ves on October 18, 2016 in Berlin, Germany. 
The conference will bring together researchers, 
poli�cians and the public to explore and discuss 
environmental and socioeconomic dimensions of 
forced migra�on. 

Conference Topics
Brain Drain; Cl imate Change; Deforesta�on; 
Inadequate Health System; Land Grabbing; Market 
Liberaliza�on; Monoculture Farming; Overfishing; 
Popula�on Growth; Soil Erosion; Unemployment;  
Water Crime, Water Pollu�on, Water Scarcity  as 
causes of forced migra�on.
The informa�on has been sent to all faculty members 
through email. They can register through email. 
website: www.exceeed.global

Conference
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Lecture 
Endowment Fund Secretariat, UAF has requested the 
public sector organizations/universities, having an 
established administrative and �nance system, to submit 
research proposals for funding in the following domains:
–         Technology Transfer
–         Research & Development
–         Product Commercialization
With the kind permission of Chairman BoD/Vice 
Chancellor, the date of submission of proposals to 
Endowment Fund Secretariat, UAF has been extended up 
to June 30, 2016. Faculty members are requested to submit 
research proposals to ORIC till June 21, 2016, positively 
along with following documents.
1. Six hard copies of research proposals (4 copies for 

EFS, 1 for ORIC and 1 for PI)
2. CVs of PI & Co-PI
3. Consent letter of Co-PI
4. List of research publications of PI
5. Budget in million rupees
In case of any query, please contact Dr. Abdul Naveed 
(ranaveed@gmail .com)   or    Ms.  Raima Babar 
(raima87@uaf.edu.pk)

Extension in Project Submission for EFS-UAFSocial Incubator Training Programme

A Social Incubator Training Programme (SITP) was held at 
ORIC from May 31- June 01, 2016 for capacity building of the 
ORIC/ BIC management with focus on Student led Social 
Enterprises. Mr. Asama Bhadelia, Associate Manager 
Programs of Social, Entrepreneurship and Equity 
Development (SEED), a  training delivery partner of Bri�sh 
Council), conducted  training on Incuba�on Center, Faculty 
Members and Students led Social Enterprises marking the 
pilot phase for the Social Entrepreneurship Programme. 

Austrian Instrument Expert to Visit UAF
Mr Nicolas Azar (Austrian Na�onal), Area Manager, 
Bioprocess Separa�ons Hvd Biotech of GE (a 
mul�na�onal company for advanced equipment)  
visited UAF on Tuesday May 31, 2016 to conduct an 
interac�ve session with Faculty Members of different 
Ins�tutes, Departments/US-PCASA&FS regarding  
latest developments in the field of instrumenta�ons. 
All Deans/Chairpersons of relevant departments/ 
ins�tutes or their representa�ves a�ended this 
training session. Prof. Dr. Amir Jamil coordinated the 
session. 

University of Agriculture, Faisalabad received a big chunk of 
intern(s) under NIP Internship Program, 2016. The intern(s) 
h a v e  b e e n  p l a c e d  i n  d i ff e r e n t  d e p a r t m e n t s / 
Ins�tutes/Directorates. They are engaged in respec�ve 
tasks as assigned by the internship supervisor(s) at UAF.

Na�onal Internship Program (NIP), 2016

Forum of Young Global Leaders of the World 
Economic Forum (WEF) organized an event at 
Isalamabad on May31, 2016, titled 'Development 
Innovation Lab’ focused on Ag-Innovation and Food 
Security. A team from UAF comprising of the 
following participated in this event.
Dr. Amir Maqsood, IS & ES
Dr. Rizwana Maqbool, PBG
Dr. Shoaib Ur Rehman, IHS
The  even  consisted  of  several  parallel 
brainstorming sessions to identify and discuss 
potential  Ag-Innovation oppor tunities.  The 
participants speci�cally deliberated following 
domains:
1. Improvements in existing inputs such as seeds and 
fertilizer, etc. (making these more productive, 
effective, and less wasteful)
2. Innovation in Soil, Irrigation, and Energy 
3. Innovations regarding other non-food produce 
such as olives, fuels, forti�ed crops through vertical 
farming, aquaponics, etc.

UAF team par�cipated in Development Innova�on Lab 
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