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The University of Agriculture, Faisalabad (UAF) being 
the pioneer institute in Agricultural Sciences made 
efforts right from entry of locust in Pakistan for its 
management under the Pakistan’s Climate. A series of 
awareness seminars, practical training and �eld visits 
were arranged by the researchers at UAF. In this 
context, a Locust Research and Development Cell 
(LRDC) has been established at UAF to counter the 
adverse effects of this insect through integrated 
management approaches. The honorable Vice 
Chancellor has directed to allocate �nancial as well as 
human resources for planning management practice 
for this pest. UAF in collaboration with Govt. of the 

Punjab, NDMA and City District Govt. is making all 
efforts to lessen the damaging effects of this pest . The 
Agricultural Engineers at UAF keeping in view the 
mode of damage and other characteristics has 
developed an indigenous spray machine which is 
being used by the farmers and Govt. agencies for 
Locust managements with promising results. Prof. Dr. 
Muhammad Ashraf (H.I, S.I), Vice Chancellor UAF paid 
various visits to affected areas and directed his team 

not to leave any stone unturned to displacing this 
pests from the vicinity of 
Pakistan. He appreciated the 
efforts by the LRDC team and 
desired to continue R&D 
activities on sustainable 
basis. ORIC appreciates the 
LRDC team and assures its 
cooperation at all levels for 
locust eradication.

ESTABLISHMENT OF LOCUST RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT CELL (LRDC)



O R I C      N E W S

2 of 12    ORIC News Volume 92 May 01-31, 2020

In line with the approval of the Syndicate and in compliance of Revised ORIC Policy, the honorable Vice 
Chancellor has very kindly constituted the following ORIC Steering Committee with its ToRs and same has 
been noti�ed by Registrar UAF.

· Vice Chancellor       (Convener)
· Director ORIC         (Secretary)
· Dean, Faculty of Agriculture     
· Dean, Faculty of Animal Husbandry
· Dean, Faculty of Veterinary Science
· Dean, Faculty of Agri. Engineering & Technology 
· Dean, Faculty of Social Science
· Dean, Faculty of Sciences
· Dean, Faculty of Food, Nutrition and Home Sciences
· Executive Director, Endowment Fund Secretariat 
· Principal UAF-Sub Campus Burewala (Vehari)
· Principal UAF-Sub Campus (Toba Tek Singh)
· Principal UAF-Sub Campus (Depalpur Okara)
· Director, Institute of Business Management Sciences 
· Dr. Ha�z Naeem Asghar, Associate Professor, IS&ES (Faculty of Agriculture) 
· Dr. Muhammad Sharif, Associate Professor, IA&DS (Faculty of Animal Husbandry)
· Dr. Faqir Muhammad, Incharge, IPPP (Faculty of Veterinary Science)
· Dr. Anjum Munir, Assoc. Professor, Department of ESE (Faculty of Agri. Eng. & Tech.) 
· Dr. Khalid Bashir, Associate Professor, IA&RE (Faculty of Social Science)
· Dr. Asif Hanif, Associate Professor, Department of Chemistry (Faculty of Sciences)
· Dr. Imran Pasha, Associate Professor, NIFSAT (Faculty of Food, Nut & Home Sciences)

The aforementioned members will work for a period of three years as Member Steering Committee under the 
framework of the university.

Terms of References (ToRs):
i. The committee will set targets against KPIs and review the performance of ORIC on six monthly basis. 
ii. The committee will approve 5-years Road Map for the university's ORIC with annual targets.
iii. The committee may also approve compensation packages in line with (or slightly less than market 

rate) for such talent and or/any other incentive to ORIC management/staff/contribute to ORIC, it may 
deem appropriate. 

iv. The committee will approve strategic marketing alliances with economic development allies 
regionally and country wide. Research collaborations/Research commercialization Plans with prime 
focus on promoting university technologies. 

The committee will approve and review the plan of outreach, student internship, startup and incubate 
companies and will suggest doable actions for improvement (if needed)

The ORIC congratulates the members of ORIC Steering Committee and expects that the honorable 
members will boost up the visibility, connectivity and credibility of ORIC as well as UAF at large by 
mobilizing all resources and sharing there expertise and experiences. 

Congratulations ORIC STEERING COMMITTEE 
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In line with the approval of the Syndicate, the honorable Vice Chancellor has very kindly constituted the 

following ORIC Advisory Committee with its ToRs as noti�ed vide No. Endst.A-3/272/8773-8870, dated 11-03-

2020: 
· Vice Chancellor       (Convener)
· Director ORIC         (Secretary)
· Executive Director, Endowment Fund Secretariat 
· Member from all Pakistan Textile Mills Association (APTMA) 
· President Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FCCI)/his Representative 
· President (Women) Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FCCI)/her Representative 
· Commercialization Officer, Ayub Agricultural Research Institute (AARI) Faisalabad
· Commercialization Officer, National Institute for Biotechnology & Genetic Engineering (NIBGE) 

Faisalabad
· Commercialization Officer, Nuclear Institute for Agriculture & Biology (NIAB) Faisalabad

The aforementioned members will work for a period of three years as Member ORIC Advisory Committee 
under the framework of the university 

Terms of References (ToRs)

i. The committee will provide technical advice on as and when needed basis to streamline research 
innovation, commercialization, advocacy and outreach activities of ORIC. 

ii. The committee will discuss �ve years roadmap of ORIC and suggest doable/attainable targets for 
boosting commercialization of research outcomes. 

iii. The committee will approve strategic marketing plans/alliances with economic development allies at 
national and international level to promote research commercialization of university technologies. 

The ORIC congratulates the members and expects that the honorable members will boost up the visibility, 
connectivity and credibility of ORIC as well as UAF at large by mobilizing all resources.

Congratulations ORIC-UAF ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Deadline to Submit a Solution June 18, 2020 (12:00 EDT)

Further Details:  https://solve.mit.edu/challenges/health-�security-pandemics

Call for proposals for COVID-19

SOLVE HEALTH SECURITY & PANDEMICS
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CALL FOR APPLICATIONS

Cultural Affairs Funding Opportunities (NOFOs) are available for Fiscal Year 2020. 
The link will remain open for project submissions until June 1st and 2nd, 2020 
respectively. 
 

 Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) - Accelerator Program for Women 1)
Entrepreneurs aims to increase women's economic participation in Pakistan. Innovative proposals are 
invited for an Accelerator Program and Exchange for Women Entrepreneurs focusing on Pakistani women 
who are running businesses already at the scale-up phase.

Link:  https://bit.ly/2WAL3b4

U.S. Embassy Islamabad - 2020 
Cultural Affairs Notice of Funding Opportunities

2nd Reminder
Deadline 

st1  June, 2020

2) Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) - Sister2Sister Summer Exchange Program 
seeks proposals that facilitate a two to seven week-long summer academic exchange 
program for promising female college/university students, ages 18-24, from 
disadvantaged backgrounds and undeserved communities throughout Pakistan.   

Link: https://bit.ly/2SJbSZi

Deadline 
nd2  June, 2020

Please Note:
In case of any technical questions or difficulty accessing the full text of each NOFO, you can contact: 
pakistangrants@state.gov. 
 
If you are interested in all NOFOs related to Pakistan, please search at www.grants.gov

Call for proposals for COVID-19

The Amazon Web Services (AWS) Diagnostic Development Initiative (DDI) provides 
support for innovation in rapid and accurate patient testing for 2019 novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19), and other diagnostic solutions to mitigate future outbreaks. 
Although vaccine and treatment development research is generally funded by 
private foundations and government agencies, fast and reliable diagnostic techniques are slow to be 
developed. Accurate testing and diagnosis at point-of-care or regional locations for patients with COVID-19 is 
critical to early intervention and treatment. AWS is offering technical support and providing AWS promotional 
credits to support the use of AWS services to advance diagnostic research for selected institutions and 
companies.
Further details:
https://aws.amazon.com/government- education/nonpro�ts/disaster- response/diagnostic-dev-initiative/

AWS DIAGNOSTIC DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE (DDI) 

Deadline 
th30  June, 2020

ORIC News Volume 92 May 01-31, 2020
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FACULTY REPRESENTATIVES/ORIC LIAISON MEMBERS/MEMBERS OF 
ORIC STEERING COMMITTEE AT UAF

The honorable Vice Chancellor UAF has very kindly approved following ORIC Liaison members/members of 
Steering Committee representing each faculty as noti�ed vide No.Endst A-3/272/8962-9000, dated 11-03-2020 
with the following ToRs:- 

Faculty of Agriculture     

Dr. Ha�z Naeem Asghar
Associate Professor
Inst. of Soil & Environmental Sciences 

Faculty of Animal Husbandry

Dr. Muhammad Sharif
Associate Professor
Inst. of Animal & Dairy Sciences

Faculty of Food, Nutrition and 
Home Sciences

Dr. Imran Pasha
Associate Professor
National Inst. of Food Science & Tech.

Faculty of Agri. Eng. & Technology 

Dr. Anjum Munir
Associate Professor
Deptt. of Energy System Engineering

Faculty of Social Science

Dr. Khalid Bashir
Associate Professor
Inst. of Agri. & Resource Economics

Faculty of Sciences

Dr. Asif Hanif
Assistant Professor
Department of Chemistry

Faculty of Veterinary Science

Dr. Faqir Muhammad
Incharge, Institute of Pharmacy, 
Physiology Pharmacology

The aforementioned members will work for a period of three years as Liaison Members and Members of ORIC 
Steering Committee.

Terms of References (ToRs)
I. Each ORIC Liaison Member/Member Steering Committee will perform his functions in line with the ToRs 

as speci�ed for ORIC Steering Committee.
ii. Each ORIC Liaison Member/Member Steering Committee will make utmost efforts to collaborate, 

coordinate and integrate his potential to enhance visibility/ workability and connectivity of ORIC with 
the faculty members as well as other Institutes in the country. 

The ORIC congratulates the members and expects that the members will make  all possible efforts to enhance 
credibility of ORIC as well as UAF at large with their coordination, cooperation and close relationships with ORIC.

ORIC News Volume 92 May 01-31, 2020
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ISLAMIC DEVELOPMENT BANK ISDB CALL FOR INNOVATION VIA 
TRANSFORM FUND 2020 ENHANCING MEMBER COUNTRIES 
PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE TO COVID-19 PANDEMIC  

Transform Fund Call for Innovation 2020 will focus entirely on supporting 
Member Countries long-term preparedness and response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. This Call will operate in addition to the IsDB Group's other wide-
ranging initiatives coordinated by Strategic Preparedness and Response Facility. 
The Call for Innovation is open from April 01, 2020 and will identify, encourage 
and reward innovative proposals that will bene�t local communities focused on 
the following:

1. The application for advanced technology
2. Innovative health supply chain management system
3. Development of low-cost rapid tests and screening methods
4. Capacity building interventions

Further details:
https://www.isdb-engage.org/en/challenge/call-for-innovation-via-transform-fund-2020

Final Reminder
Deadline 

st1  June, 2020

CALL FOR JOINT RESEARCH PROPOSALS FOR THE 18TH PROTOCOL 
ON SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL COOPERATION BETWEEN 
PAKISTAN AND CHINA 2020

The Public Sector R&D/ Academic organizations/ Institution/Universities of 
Pakistan are requested to submit Joint Proposal(s) for Financial Support 
preferably in the following priority areas of common interest to both Pakistan and 
China for consideration under the bilateral framework of the ongoing Eighteenth 

th(18 ) Protocol on Pakistan-China Scienti�c & Technological Cooperation.

Priority Areas:
1. Emerging ICT areas including cyber security, IOT, Arti�cial Intelligence and Robotics
2. Advanced materials and Nano sciences
3. Renewable energy technologies
4. Cold storage technologies
5. Heat tolerant genes and hybrid seed technologies 
6. Dry land agriculture and water resources
7. Herbal medicines
8. COVID 19

For Further details please follow the given below link:
http://most.comsatshosting.com/Advertisements/Call%20for%20Joint%20Research%20Proposals.pdf

Final Reminder
Deadline 

st1  June, 2020

ORIC News Volume 92 May 01-31, 2020
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LET'S FIGHT COVID-19 THROUGH INNOVATION 

Ignite is looking forward to provide funding support to high-impact and short 
time-to-market ideas that can be developed to tackle the most pressing 
challenges by COVID-19 outbreak. Applications are expected from legally 
registered local entities including manufacturing companies, research groups 
from academia, R&D based industrial setup, startups and other relevant organizations. All COVID-19 related 
proposals would be processed on priority basis.
Priority Areas:

1. Point-of-care diagnostic    2. Monitor and control
3. Prophylactics and therapeutics   4. Electromedical equipment
5. Personal Protective Equipment   6. Predictive modeling using AI
7. Innovation in industrial raw materials  8. Developing production processes/methods
9. Innovation for production line automation  10. Solutions to monitor food/ration supplies
11. Awareness and understanding COVID-19  12. Others

There is no deadline for submission of the application; however, the quicker we act, the more we save our 
nation. Don't wait, submit the proposals now
For Further details please follow the given below link:
https://ignite.org.pk/covid19/

No Deadline 

RAPID-RESPONSE GRANTS ON COVID-19 AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCES 

In partnership with the , The Social Science Research Council (SSRC), as part of its Henry Luce Foundation
Covid-19 Initiative, seeks proposals from across the social sciences and related �elds that address the 
social, economic, cultural, psychological, and political impact of Covid-19 in the United States and 
globally, as well as responses to the pandemic's wide-ranging effects
Priority Areas:
1. “Social distancing” and virtual social interaction
2. Governance and democracy
3. Public trust and (dis)information
4. Social inequality and the pandemic's disproportionate effects by race and ethnicity
5. The lessons of past disasters, and responses to them, for the present
6. The role of religious ideas, practices, and institutions in responding to the pandemic
7. The workplace and labor markets
8. Technology, surveillance, and ethics
9. The uses of, and the limits to, modeling in responses to the pandemic's effects and in scenario planning

These topics are illustrative. Applicants are welcome to propose others. Projects focused on groups most 
affected by the pandemic are especially encouraged, as are those that can constructively inform responses 
across communities, public actors and institutions, and others.
Applications must be submitted through the '  by 11:59 p.m. EST, June 1, SSRCs online application system
2020. Applications will consist of a �ve-page research proposal, an application form, budget, and a 
curriculum vitae. Awards will be announced in July 2020.
For Further details please follow the given below link:
https://covid19research.ssrc.org/rapid-response-grants-on-covid-19-and-the-social-sciences/

Final Reminder
Deadline 

st1  June, 2020

ORIC News Volume 92 May 01-31, 2020
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 HEALTH SECURITY & PANDEMICS 

Over $1.5 million in prize funding is available for Solve's 2020 Global 
Challenges, including Health Security & Pandemics.

MIT Solve is seeking tech innovations that can slow and track the spread of an 
emerging outbreak, for example by improving individual hygiene, developing low-cost rapid diagnostics, 
analyzing data that informs decision making, and providing tools that support and protect health workers.

Solve is also seeking solutions that focus on preventative and mitigation measures that strengthen access to 
affordable primary healthcare systems, enhance disease surveillance systems, and improve healthcare 
supply chains.

For Further details please follow the given below link:
https://solve.mit.edu/challenges/health-security-pandemics#challenge-subnav-offset

Deadline 
th18  June, 2020

SPECIAL ERG CALL ON THE ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF CORONAVIRUS 

PEDL invites applications to this special Exploratory Research Grant call for 

projects addressing the economic impacts of coronavirus. PEDL, alongside its 

new partner CDC Group, is looking to fund research that can inform 

policymakers and other stakeholders on the economic impacts of coronavirus 

in developing countries so that the costs can be mitigated as much as possible. While PEDL and CDC's 

research focuses overlap in several areas, listed below are several examples of topics of particular interest 

related to coronavirus for each organisation.

Priority Areas: (for PEDL)
1. Income transfers to labour and �rms (of all sizes, both formal and informal)
2. Disruption to markets
3. Disruption to supply chains, especially those of critical sectors (e.g. food, export sectors with 

continued demand, etc.)

Priority Areas: (for CDC) 
1. The provision of �nance to large �rms and the effectiveness of current �nancing models to deal with 

the impacts of coronavirus
2. How �rms will maintain employment relations and what are the most likely consequences for skilled 

and unskilled labour
3. Disruption to supply chains as outlined above

For Further details please follow the given below link:
https://pedl.cepr.org/content/special-call-proposals-economic-impacts-coronavirus

Final Reminder
Deadline 

st1  June, 2020

ORIC News Volume 92 May 01-31, 2020
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Masters/MPhil, Ph.D. Scholarships in any Fields/ Majors available in the Melbourne 
University. 

All the Expenses will be Covered by the Melbourne University. 

Fields: 

 Architecture      Building planning and design Arts
 Humanities and social sciences   Business and economics
 Education      Engineering
 Environment       Health 
 Information technology and computer science Law
 Music       visual and performing arts
 Veterinary Science     Agricultural Science 
 Food sciences

Details: https://bit.ly/scholarships-unimelb-edu-au

600 GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS 2020 
AT UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE AUSTRALIA (FULLY FUNDED)

EMERALD IDR RESEARCH GRANT WORTH £10,000

Emerald is proud to introduce “IDR Award” Interdisciplinary Research Fund 

(Real Impact Award 2019) and to offer a research grant (£10,000) for an 

interdisciplinary research project in the Social Sciences that has demonstrable 

real world impact. This grant aims to �nd an innovative research project that promotes action on the UN 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)/global challenges, through collaboration of disciplines, 

methodology and research.

Emerald invites submissions that are interdisciplinary in approach, develop the advancement of theory and 

have practical relevance to bene�t society in support of the SDGs.

For Further details please follow the given below link:
https://www.emeraldpublishing.com/interdisciplinary-research-fund/

No Deadline

Deadline 
st31  October, 2020
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Government of Pakistan, Ministry of Science and Technology has invited Joint Proposal(s) for Financial Support 
preferably in the following priority areas of common interest to both Pakistan and China for consideration 

thunder the bilateral framework of the ongoing Eighteenth (18 ) Protocol on Pakistan-China Scienti�c & 
Technological Cooperation. 

PRIORITY AREAS 
· Emerging ICT areas including cyber security, lOT, Arti�cial Intelligence and Robotics 
· Advanced materials and Nano sciences 
· Renewable energy technologies 
· Cold storage technologies 
· Heat tolerant genes and hybrid seed technologies 
· Dry land agriculture and water resources 
· Herbal medicines 
· Corona Virus (COVID-19) 

The joint proposal(s) should be submitted for cooperation with Chinese R&D Institutions & Universities 
through: 

· Joint bilateral R&D projects of 1-3 year duration, 
· Joint forums, workshops, seminars etc. 
· Bilateral short-term visits for training and capacity enhancement of institutions, researchers, scientists 

etc.

The Pakistani partner should prepare the following documents and submit to this Ministry during the given 
timeframe: 

i.     Duly �lled Application Form for Joint R&D Project including: 
· Project Identi�cation (Annex-I) 
· Technical information of the proposal, along with Summary of the proposal for expediency of 

reviewers (Annex-Il) 
· Administrative and Financial information (Annex-Ill) 

ii.    The Letter of Intent (Lol) signed by the Chinese counterparts 
iii.   Duly �lled Application Form in case of Short Term Visit (Annex-IV) 

All proposals should be submitted to this Ministry in English (in hard form), and the copies of the same may be 
sent through E-mail as well at khanmuhammad8@gmail.com & ahsan_feroz2001@yahoo.com. 

FUNDING 
OPPORTUNITY

Ministry of Science and Technology (MoST) 
THROUGH 

COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH WITH CHINA

Final Reminder
Deadline  

st1  June 2020

ORIC News Volume 92 May 01-31, 2020



 2020-2021 Joint EMRO/TDR Small Grants Scheme
Call for Applications

IMPLEMENTATION RESEARCH ON INFECTIOUS DISEASES OF POVERTY
Grant funding: up to US$ 15 000

Deadline for submission: 1 June 2020
Only applicants from the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region are eligible

 The WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean and the Special Programme for Research and 
Training in Tropical Diseases (TDR) are pleased to announce the 2020–2021 call for applications of the Joint 
EMRO/TDR Small Grants Scheme for implementation research in infectious diseases of poverty.

 2020–2021 PRIORITY RESEARCH AREAS

 Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTD)  Malaria  Tuberculosis

 ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

Health care workers and researchers are eligible to apply for this grant, including those working in 
institutions such as regional or national tropical/communicable disease control programmes embedded 
within ministries of health, academic institutions, research institutes, and nongovernmental organizations 
(including professional societies and civil service organizations involved in tropical disease research 
activities). Applications that involve researchers from different institutions, especially from more than one 
country in the region, are strongly
encouraged. Applications from EMR �rst-time quali�ed young researchers, female researchers and 
under-represented countries are also strongly encouraged.

 SELECTION PROCESS

 Proposals will be selected on a compe��ve basis by WHO staff in the Regional Office and TDR.

Scoring will depend on scien�fic merit and the public health impact of the project. Publica�ons
resul�ng from the supported projects and data are required to:
-�follow the WHO open-access policy

-�clearly refer to the Joint EMRO/TDR Small Grants Scheme support indica�ng grant number.

FUNDS: US$ 10 000–15 000 per grant. Co-funding from domes�c or other sources is encouraged.

STUDY DURATION:             1 September 2020 – 31 August 2021

APPLICATION DEADLINE: 1 June 2020

 SUBMISSION

 The completed application form should be signed by all investigators and submitted by e-mail to 
Coordinator, Research Development and Innovation and TDR Focal Point, WHO Regional Office at: 
emrgotdr@who.int.
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Transforming Concepts 
Into Impacts 

    

CALL FOR PROPOSALS 
FOR COVID-19

Applications are acceptable from: February 6, 2020 to February 6, 2021.
 
Further details:
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/grants- contracts/response-covid-2019-outbreak/

NIAID'S MULTI-PRONGED RESPONSE 
TO THE COVID- 2019 OUTBREAK

Call for proposals for COVID-19

The categories of application are:
• Category 1: New Ideas with Proof of Concept, Funding Opportunity: Grants ranging from US$ 50,000-

100,000
• Category 2: Scaling up of Innovative Projects, Funding Opportunity: Equity Participation up to US$ 

300,000
• Category 3: Commercialization of Technology Funding Opportunity: Equity Participation up to US$ 

1,000,000
• Category 4: Capacity Building in Science, Technology and Innovation Funding Opportunity: Grants 

ranging from US$ 100,000-150,000
• Sustainable Development Goal SDG2: zero hunger
• Sustainable Development Goal SDG3: good health and well-being
• Sustainable Development Goal SDG4: Quality education
• Sustainable Development Goal SDG6: clean water and sanitation
• Sustainable Development Goal SDG7: affordable and clean energy
• Sustainable Development Goal SDG9: industry innovation and infrastructure

Further details: 
https://www.isdb.org/news/islamic-development-bank-to-support-pioneering-ideas-in-the- �ght-
against-covid-19-via-500m-transform-fund
https://www.isdb-engage.org/en/challenge/call-for-innovation-via-transform-fund-2020

THE ISLAMIC DEVELOPMENT BANK'S US $500 MILLION TRANSFORM FUND

Final Reminder
Deadline 

st1  June, 2020
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