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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Three Agriculture Universities Viz. University of Agriculture, Faisalabad, Pir Mahar Ali Shah,
Arid Agriculture University Rawalpindi and MNS-University of Agriculture, Multan are located
in mixed cropping zones, arid zone and cotton zone, respectively, and these Institutions of higher
learning made utmost efforts to Combat Corona Virus (COVID-19) pandemic within their
financial, capacitive and human resources. This virus (COVID-19) affected all segments of the
society directly or indirectly where R&D Institutes and universities strategized some action plans
to lessen the impacts of this devastating virus. These timely preparations include response of
universities for capacitating the researchers, launching awareness campaigns, spraying of
disinfectants and formulating viable research projects for soliciting research funding from
diversified sources. The National Action Plan presented by HEC Focal Person for COVID-19
(Prof. Dr. Sajjad ur Rehman a, UAF researcher) elaborated all the strategies for minimizing the
effects of this virus. All the faculty members, students and supporting staff attended the sessions
while other agricultural universities arranged such sessions at their own. Volunteers in the
universities distributed face masks, gloves, hand sanitizers and Personal Protective Equipment
(PPEs). All the universities made concrete efforts to spray disinfectants and educated the masses
through FM-Radio Services (UAF only), Social Media (YouTube-UAF only) brochures,
pamphlets, Campus News, ORIC News and other printing materials. Credit goes to the
University of Agriculture, Faisalabad and MNS-Agriculture University, Multan for developing
Hand Sanitizer and Sanitizing Tunnel, respectively, to keep the virus away and minimizing its
dissemination. The researchers at these universities particularly UAF, extended their sample
screening facility for the targeted patients and mobilized financial resources to make BSL-3 Lab.
functional to enhance the testing facility for the civil society. Needy and resource poor
employees were compensated through “Ration Package” and “un-stitched dresses” for enabling
them to celebrate Eid under COVID-19 pandemic. The health care services were extended for
the employees and students while frontline health workers were provided PPEs. Activity-wise
detail of each university will depict the live contribution of Agriculture Universities in
combating COVID-19 pandemic in the preceding pages.
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A. Establishment of Quarantine Centre:
As a collaborative effort with City District Government, five student hostels close to Faisalabad
Airport (UAF PARS Campus) were declared as “Quarantine Centre” after shifting of student
luggage and ensuring cleanliness. The UAF hostel Management/Security staff are closely
associated with the City District Management to deal with day to day matters of the patients
quarantined at the Quarantine Centre.

B. UAF handed over Rs 5.133 million in the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund for
COVID 19
The cheque was presented by UAF Vice Chancellor Dr Muhammad Ashraf to Punjab Governor
Ch Muhammad Sarwar at a meeting at the Governor House. The Governor said that the
government was striving hard to assist people affected by the coronavirus. He said the
government was giving Rs12,000 to each poor family under the Ehsaas Programme without any
political discrimination. He said that the online educational system at this time was paving the
way to continue the academic activities. Dr. Muhammad Ashraf said that amid the current
scenario, online classes are in full swing, enabling the students to study at homes. He said that
UAF has a capacity to give a lecture online to a large number of students at a time. He said that
the students can get their course works, lectures and other reading material online at their homes
that will not disrupt their academic activities. He said that the University had also set up a food
fund for the deserving people of the campus community. He said that Ramazan gift was being
distributed among the deserving families of the UAF Community. He said on Easter, the UAF
also disbursed ration bags among the Christian community. He said “we are mobilizing the UAF
community to play a due role to encounter the pandemic”. He also presented hand sanitizers
developed by the UAF scientists to the Governor.
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C. UAF established a relief fund for needy people under the current situation
of Corona Virus (COVID-19)
In this regard, the Faculty of Food Nutrition and Food Sciences donated a cheque of one lakh and
nineteen hundred for the fund. The cheque was presented to UAF Vice Chancellor
Dr. Muhammad Ashraf by the Faculty Dean Dr. Masood Sadiq Butt. Dr Muhammad Ashraf
directed the Food and Nutrition Faculty to kick off an awareness campaign about the nutrition to
raise the immune system of the people that will help address the issue of the corona virus. He
said that the people must be aware of the nutritive and immune boosting food to lead a healthy
life in the present situation. He said that UAF had already distributed 130 ration packs among the
poor segment of the UAF community. Giving briefing, Dr Masood Sadiq Butt said that in the
season, guava, strawberry, carrot, garlic, ginger, peppermint, mulberry, lemon etc are easily
available at affordable prices so that people must add these items in their routine food. He said
that the deprived segment of the society cannot afford the citrus at this time, but they can use the
lemon which is full of vitamin C. He said that an awareness campaign on the social media about
nutritive and immune boosting food was initiated today that will help the people
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D.

Research and Development (R&D) Activities against Coronavirus
(COVID-19)
(a) Accelerated efforts were made to ensure the functioning of Biosafety Level 3 (BSL-3)
Lab. for providing authenticated and reliable diagnostic facilities for COVID-19 to the
researchers and civil society. The UAF leadership diverted financial and human resources
for ensuring functioning of this Lab. within shortest possible time for combating this
obnoxious virus.
(b) Recently Prof. Dr. Muhammad Ashraf (HI, SI) Vice Chancellor University of Agriculture
Faisalabad has inaugurated the COVID-19 screening laboratory facilities in the Institute
of Microbiology where in research are working day and night in providing technical and
outreach services for the community and facilitating the civil society at large.
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(c) Special Number of UAF “ORIC-News” was launched carrying funding opportunities for
Research and Development to minimize the disaster of this virus. Special projects having
prime focus on COVID-19 and its social impact were also devised and submitted to
relevant funding agencies at the national level as well as collaborative projects with
international counterparts. A list of viable R&D projects developed and submitted to
various funding agencies is attached. Even during countrywide “Lockdown” UAF
researchers were engaged in R&D activities with zeal and zest keeping in view all safety
measures.

Message from the Chief Editor and ORIC News
Under the guidelines of the World Health Organization (WHO),the entire world is making utmost
efforts to mitigate the effects of Corona Virus (COVID-19) Pandemic by mobilizing its resources,
sensitizing the researchers to open new avenues for its management and issuing of advisories for
the general public. Pakistan being the member of comity of the nations, has diverted its resources
to minimize its bad impacts and launched a countrywide awareness campaign to educate the civil
5

society followed by lockdown. Under this scenario, transforming Vice Chancellor 's vision in to
reality, UAF researchers are dedicatedly engaged in On-line classes, planning research proposals
for COVID-19 and its allied implications, designing research publications to be submitted in the
scientific journals of international repute, supervising postgraduate research and developing
products for the safety of civil society and launching of a campus-wide campaign for disinfectant
protective sprays followed by other precautionary measures. I, being member of the Scientific
Community, highly commend the contribution of UAF researchers for developing Hand
Sensitizer of international standard, developing viable research proposals for COVID-19,
addressing its allied social, economic and human impacts and making best use of their time for
the welfare of the community. The “Special Research Funding Opportunities Number”of this
ORIC News will definitely broaden their vision to understand this devastating international issue
in the national regime. It will also enable the researchers to explore new vistas of research funding
at National as well as at International level. Please explore more and more funding opportunities
for the best interest of the nation. Please do contribute in the national efforts and strategies
planned by this campus for the safety of campus community and civil society at large . Stay
Home and Stay Safe as Prevention is better than cure. Be sure that under each threat, there is an
opportunity and Corona Pandemic is an opportunity to unite the nation. May Allah save us from
such disasters.
Prof. Dr. Zahir Ahmad Zahir
(Chief Editor)

E. Development and Commercialization of UAF Hand Sanitizer
The researchers at the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry jointly developed a “Hand
Sanitizer” as per World Health Organization (WHO) standards and protocols on the basis of
Public Private Partnership. Institutional Biosafety/Bioethics Committee regulated all the health
concerns before its launching in the market. This UAF product is cost-effective and technically
viable, and is easily available for members of the civil society in Faisalabad
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F. Capacity Building Activities
i.

Awareness Seminar: The UAF made utmost efforts to capacitate the UAF
students (belonging from all 36 districts of the Punjab and from other provinces,
Azad Jammu & Kashmir, Gilgit Baltistan and foreign students as well), UAF
faculty members and supporting staff through HEC Focal Person on COVID-19
(Prof. Dr. Sajjad ur Rehman), with a prime focus on its mode of discrimination,
role of protective equipment, social distancing, incubation period of COVID-19
and hygiene practices to combat this virus. A special session for this purpose was
organized on March 04, 2020 at UAF-Auditorium. Similarly, the officers and
officials of Punjab Police were capacitated on March 14, 2020 at Iqbal
Auditorium UAF. Furthermore, HEC Focal Person delivered a special lecture at
Govt. College University Faisalabad on March 06, 2020 pertaining to
precautionary measures for COVID-19.
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ii.
a.

Awareness Campaign through Electronic and Print Media
UAF FM Radio Service
FM 100.4 has successfully produced and broadcasted many “Public Service
Messages” regarding the corona awareness campaign, in the light of national
perspective and to persuade the public and youth in particular towards the severity
of the said issue.
FM radio service was appreciated by the public though online telephonic
messages.

b. Pamphlets/flyers and broachers for educating the people regarding COVID-19
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c. Campus News
The UAF has a history of publishing Campus News on weekly basis. Campus
News designed special messages for the awareness of the faculty/students and supporting
staff regarding COVID-19 pandemic. Printed and e-copies of the Campus News created a
positive impact for changing mindset of the students pertaining to severity of Coronavirus
(COVID-19)
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d. YouTube Channel Lecture
The UAF Faculty member (as HEC Focal Person for COVID-19) presented a
lecture on Preventive Measures against COVID-19 on YouTube channel on
March 08, 2020 for the awareness of the general public. Similarly, he also
completed WHO certificate course on COVID-19. “Operational Planning
Guidelines and COVID-19 Partner Platform to Supporting Country Preparedness
and Response” on March 26, 2020.

13

G. Human Resource Provision to other Institutes for combating COVID-19
The Institute of Microbiology, UAF has a proud history to produce its graduates
who are serving the humanity at National and International level. The summary of
UAF Alumni contribution is as under:
•
•
•

Two UAF brilliant graduates Dr. Ali Zohaib from NUST has recently
standardized PCR kit with low price approved from the DRAP Pakistan for
clinical detection of COVID-19.
Another UAF Alumnus Dr. Muhammad Munir has recently submitted avian
paramyxo vector vaccine through The Lancaster University, UK which was
approved for preclinical trials for the control of SARS-COV 2.
Moreover UAF graduates are working successfully at various established
clinical laboratories in the country for COVID-19 detection and immunity
assessment services. These graduates are in contact with faculty and students
and providing updates regarding the possible modalities of COVID-19 across
the world.

H. Management of Foreign Students under Precautionary Protocol
Foreign students (Enrolled= 63 and Residing at Campus=18) are being looked after in the wake
of COVID-19 under SoPs as detailed below:
• Provided masks and sanitizers to the foreign students housed in Z.A. Hashmi Hall,
• Ambulance and health services are available on as and when required basis.
• Raw Food material has been supplied to the foreign students to cook meals at their own
to avoid contamination.
• Their movement has been restricted as per health advisory of Government of Pakistan.
• On daily basis, contacts with foreign students through WhatsApp group and their
personal numbers are in vogue.
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I. Campus Wide Spray of Disinfectants
Ensuring cleanliness as a routine practice, residential hostels, offices, lecture rooms, corridors
residential colonies were sprayed with chlorinated water while Personal Protective Equipment
(PPEs) were made compulsory for all researchers and supporting staff. Offices were banned for
the visitors without face Masks and Hand Sanitizers while use of Temperature Testing Gun was
mandatory for all the offices. The main gate entry was conditional with Person Protective
Equipment (PPEs), Hand Sanitization and testing of temperature with the testing gun.
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J. Online Educational Activities
In the wake of COVID-19, educational activities were not disconnected and work continued
electronically where HEC played a pivotal role in connecting the students with UAF faculty
while residing in remote areas. The attendance of the students was very encouraging and
COVID-19 has provided an opportunity to digitalize educational system of the universities. Now
at the end of the Spring Semester 2020, online examination is being planned which will be a
breakthrough in the history of the University. Prior to entering in the online examination, faculty
members and students were provided rigorous trainings for devising question papers, marking
answer sheets and submission of results online. The postgraduate students (M.Phil, M.Sc.(Hons.)
and PhDs) were provided special opportunities to carry out their research activities in the labs
under a protective environment. The nutshell is that educational as well as R&D activities were
never stopped during the course of the Coronavirus Pandemic.
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K. The University of Agriculture Faisalabad has handed over 40 medical kits
among the staff of the university medical center in order to safeguard them
from COVID- 19
A ceremony in this regard was held at the meeting room that was chaired by UAF Vice
Chancellor Dr Muhammad Ashraf and attended by Registrar/ Treasurer Umar Saeed Qadri,
Princal Officer Medical Center Dr Javaid Akhtar and the medical staff. The kits were donated by
Bismillah Group of Industries. The Vice Chancellor said that the Corona Virus has emerged the
biggest crisis across the world that had taken the lives of many people. He said that we have to
adopt the precautionary measures recommended by the Government to fight the crisis. He lauded
the government measures to fight the Corona Virus pandemic. He said that keeping the current
scenario in view, the UAF has established a food fund for the deserving and needy people from
the campus community. He said that the university has started online classes to facilitate the
students at home enabling them continue their academic work without visiting the varsity. He
said that the students can get their course work, lectures and other reading material online at their
homes that will not disrupt their academic activities. Dr Waseem Mushtaq, Dr Tahira Altaf, Dr
Qamar Khalil, Imran Naveed, and others attended
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L. UAF distributed Eid gift packs among 1000 deserving employees of the
University under the wake of COVID-19
UAF Vice Chancellor Dr Muhammad Ashraf along with Dean Sciences Dr Ashgar Bajwa,
Treasurer/ Registrar Umar Saeed Qadri, and Principal Officer Estate Management Dr Qamar
Bilal distributed the Eid packs among the deserving UAF employees. UAF Vice Chancellor Dr
Muhammad Ashraf said that on the august occasion of Eid, it is our collective responsibility to
remember the deserving people around us so that they can enjoy the joyous occasion. He added
Holy month of Ramazan purifies our souls to spend our lives as per golden principle of Islam.
True joy of something is in sharing with others, he said, adding that the happiest people are not
those getting more, but those giving more. He stressed upon to provide a helping hand to the
oppressed segment of the society. He said that amid the situation of the Covid 19, the country
has been facing the tremendous challenges. Treasure Umer Saeed told the gathering, that it was
the third phase of gift distributions among the low-salaried employees. He said that university
was committed to address the problems of the campus community.
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M.

Distribution of Eid-Gifts (Dresses) among more than 300 Lower Cadre
employees of the University in collaboration with Gohar Textiles

Under the wake of COVID-19, lower staff of gardening wing, security staff and baildars under
the Directorate of Farms in collaboration with Gohar Textiles, dresses to more than three
hundred employees were distributed to enable them for discharging their duties in a befitting
manner. Through this collaboration, UAF established new success stories of Public-Private
Partnership. Prior to distribution of dresses the employees were told about the
precautionary/protection measures regarding COVID-19
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UAF Press Gallery Regarding COVID 19
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N. Research Projects Submitted to various Funding Agencies for carrying
out R&D activities and social impact studies on COVID-19
Sr.
#

Project Title

Name of PI

Dept. Inst.

Funding Agency

Amount
in Rs.
Million

1

Evaluation of the bioactive compounds with
angiotensin-converting enzyme-II inhibitory activity
extracted from the wild microalgal stains for COVID19 treatment: Drug development, scale-up studies and
performulation

Dr. Saima
Shahzad
Mirza

Punjab Bioenergy Institute
(PBI)

Pakistan Science
Foundation

4.33

2

Non-invasive immune biomarkers based seroepidemology under active suveillance of COVID-19

Dr. M. Imran
Arshad

Microbiology

Pakistan Science
Foundation

5.38

3

Theraputic potential of Cinnamon in strengthening
immune system to fight against viral attacks (COVID19)

Dr.
Muhammad
Asif Khan

UAF Sub
Campus
Burewala,
Vehari

Pakistan Science
Foundation

1.13

4

Evaluation of complement fixation test for the Rapid
screening of Coronavirus Patients

Dr. Shahid
Mahmood
Prof. Dr.
Sajjad ur
Rehman

Microbiology

Pakistan Science
Foundation

6.7

5

Phylogeographic
patterns
and
molecular
epidemiology of 2019-nCoV/SARS-CoV-2 strains
circulating in Pakistan and China

Dr. M. Imran
Arshad

Microbiology

Ministry of Science
& Technology

5.38

6

Monitoring immune pattern of rapid biomarker
cytokines and kinetics of antibody response in
COVID-19 patients

Dr. M. Imran
Arshad

Microbiology

HEC

5.5

7

Detection of novel coronavirus (nCOV-19) by Real
Time PCR

Dr. Mashkoor
Mohsin Gilani

Microbiology

EFS

1.97

8

Completion of finishing work and operationalization /
upscaling of BSL-3 Laboratories at UAF

Prof. Dr.
Sajjad-urRehman

HEC

Process

The impact of socio religious perception and response
to pandemic and lockdown

Dr. Farooq
Tanveer

10

Establishment of Emerging and
Infectious Disease Research Centre

RRG-Social
Sciences Research
Centre
Minister of Science
& Technology
(MoST) Islamabad

0.83

9

Re-emerging

Professor Dr.
Sajjad
ur
Rahman
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Microbiology
Rural Sociology

Microbiology

195.65

